
Wee 
Beasties
Widening Participation in 

combating Climate change



The Wee Beasties 
Project

• P7 – S2 pupils in Scottish schools.

• pupils will invent their own ‘Wee 
Beastie’ and learn about climate 
change,

• Pupils will then come to the University 
of Glasgow on a mission to discover how 
university study and research could help 
combat climate change.



Step One: Inventing 
your Beastie

• Draw your beastie and cut 
them out. 

• Find a place in your local area 
where your beastie lives. Take 
your beastie there, and take 
their photo.

• Write about your beastie, 
explaining how they live, what 
they do, and what their life is 
like.



Creativity: 
Inventing your Beastie

• Engaging young people’s imagination and 
creativity, while exploring the impact of 
climate change on their imaginary 
creature 

• Increasing knowledge and emotional 
engagement with an issue that can seem 
too complex, too distant, or too 
overwhelming

• Building confidence as pupils see their 
own creative and intellectual work 
celebrated through inclusion as part of a 
website.



Step Two: Researching 
your Beastie

• Find out about your 
beastie’s environment. 
How is it changing?

• How does climate change 
affect your beastie?

• What problems does 
your beastie face?



Independence: 
Research Skills

• Research skills are important for all - for highly able 
young people they can be a key to progress

• Teaching skills is vital, but it can also help to know 
about available resources

• Our project will support teachers and young people 
by providing some web-based resources

Example: 
https://www.moredun.org.uk/foundation/outreach/an
imation-series

https://www.moredun.org.uk/foundation/outreach/animation-series
https://www.moredun.org.uk/foundation/outreach/animation-series


Wee Beasties in 
Practice!

The following slides showcase 
work by some S2 pupils 
at Coatbridge High School, as they 
tackled Steps One and Two.



















Step Three: Going 
to University

• Your beastie wants to learn what 
they can do about climate 
change. So, you can show them 
round the University of Glasgow

• Pick what your beastie should 
learn about to help them deal 
with climate change

• Write about what your beastie 
will do and why it will help



Widening Participation

• Many Scottish young people from areas of deprivation do 
not consider university, no matter how able they are or what 
their potential might be

• Many young people are unclear about what actually goes on 
at universities or how they might be involved

• Helping young people to imagine their beastie – and 
themselves – at university could support them in considering 
university for the future



On Our Way 
to University!

6 Wee Beasties and their S2 
pupils travelled from 
Coatbridge High School to 
the University of Glasgow!



Travelling Mindfully

• We decided to travel by public transport

• As well as being good for the environment, this 
demonstrated for pupils how straightforward the 
commute from Coatbridge to Glasgow can be

• Glasgow has many universities and colleges – all 
good options for pupils who are confident about 
the journey!



Wee Beasties 
in the Cloisters

One of the most striking features of the Gilbert Scott building 
is the beautiful Cloisters. Our beasties enjoyed exploring! 
We also found out a bit about the history and organisation of 
the university.



The Wee Beasties were astonished to find 
such a strange new habitat! We had fun 
exploring... but were disappointed to discover 
there are no flats to rent in the Gilbert Scott 
building.



Adam Smith 
building
The Wee Beasties travelled next to 
the Adam Smith building where they 
met their first student.

Irene Libelli (SRC School of Social & 
Political Sciences Rep) met us and 
told the Beasties all about how 
politics and social sciences can help 
combat climate change. Our Beasties 
were a bit scared by the building, 
but we loved meeting Irene!



Zoology Building

Our next stop was Zoology! We were 
looking forward to meeting Denver 
Corrreia (SRC School of Life Sciences 
Rept) but we took some time first to 
explore the lovely gardens...



Zoology Museum



James Watt and 
James McCune 
Smith 

Next, we walked all the way down to the 
James Watt building, where Hugh 
Southall (SRC School of Engineering Rep), 
met us and introduced us to Dr Scott Roy 
– a real live professor! All the Beasties got 
excited about engineering!



James McCune 
Smith

We then walked all the way 
back to the James McCune 
Smith building 
to meet Heriberto Busquie
r Cerdan (SRC School of 
Physics and Astronomy 
Rep) who showed us the 
lovely new James McCune 
Smith building and told us 
about science.

(The Beasties in our photo 
felt shy, so we have used a 
photo of the building 
instead)



Coming home

The Beasties were 
still in the mood to 
explore Dunbeth
Park on their way 
home!



Our trip made us think about all the ways we 
can combat climate change, through 
scholarship and innovation.

It also made us think about the qualifications 
we might need if we (like our Beasties) 
wanted to study at University of Glasgow.

Four beasties decided they wanted to help 
through Life Sciences. One beastie decided to 
be an engineer. All the Beasties could see 
themselves at Glasgow!



Tired Wee 
Beasties!



If you would like to know more about this project, 
email: Catherine.Reid@glasgow.ac.uk @catlaughing 
We would love to hear from young people, parents and teachers!

mailto:Catherine.Reid@glasgow.ac.uk
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